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Silicon Labs CP210x USB-to-UART 
Installation Guide

Overview 
Many Xilinx evaluation boards and some characterization boards are equipped with the 
Silicon Labs CP2103 USB-to-UART bridge integrated circuits. This guide explains how to 
install the drivers for the USB-to-UART bridge.
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Download and Install the Required Drivers
Download and Install the Required Drivers
1. Go to the Silicon Labs CP210x USB-to-UART Bridge VCP Drivers download page.

2. Download the virtual COM port (VCP) driver for your operating system to your PC. See 
Figure 1.

3. Extract the ZIP archive file.

4. Open the extracted f ile and select the executable file that is compatible with your PC. 
For example, for Windows 64-bit, select CP210xVCPInstaller_x64.exe.

X-Ref Target - Figure 1

Figure 1: Silicon Labs CP210x Driver Download Page
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Download and Install the Required Drivers
5. Step through the guided installer. Accept the license agreement and install the software 
on your PC. When the software is successfully installed, the dialog box shown in Figure 2 
is displayed.

6. The next step is to set up a terminal emulator. Continue with the instructions in the 
appropriate quick start guide. At the appropriate time, you will be directed on the 
configuration of the terminal settings. If you do not have a terminal emulator, download 
the Tera Term emulator and follow the installation process in the Tera Term Terminal 
Emulator Installation Guide (UG1036) [Ref 2]. 

Note: Use of the Tera Term terminal emulator is not required and other terminal emulators can 
be used. Tera Term is recommended by Xilinx based on its long history as a reliable software 
product.

X-Ref Target - Figure 2

Figure 2: USB-to-UART Bridge Driver Installer
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Appendix A

Additional Resources and Legal Notices

Xilinx Resources
For support resources such as Answers, Documentation, Downloads, and Forums, see Xilinx 
Support.

For a glossary of technical terms used in Xilinx documentation, see the Xilinx Glossary.

Solution Centers
See the Xilinx Solution Centers for support on devices, software tools, and intellectual 
property at all stages of the design cycle. Topics include design assistance, advisories, and 
troubleshooting tips. 

References
These Xilinx documents provide supplemental material useful with this guide:

1. See the appropriate quick start guide for your Xilinx product.

2. Tera Term Terminal Emulator Installation Guide (UG1036)

These external websites provide supplemental material useful with this guide:

3. CP210x USB-to-UART Bridge VCP Drivers

4. Tera Term download page

Please Read: Important Legal Notices
The information disclosed to you hereunder (the “Materials”) is provided solely for the selection and use of Xilinx products. To the 
maximum extent permitted by applicable law: (1) Materials are made available "AS IS" and with all faults, Xilinx hereby DISCLAIMS 
ALL WARRANTIES AND CONDITIONS, EXPRESS, IMPLIED, OR STATUTORY, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF 
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Appendix A: Additional Resources and Legal Notices
MERCHANTABILITY, NON-INFRINGEMENT, OR FITNESS FOR ANY PARTICULAR PURPOSE; and (2) Xilinx shall not be liable (whether 
in contract or tort, including negligence, or under any other theory of liability) for any loss or damage of any kind or nature related 
to, arising under, or in connection with, the Materials (including your use of the Materials), including for any direct, indirect, 
special, incidental, or consequential loss or damage (including loss of data, profits, goodwill, or any type of loss or damage 
suffered as a result of any action brought by a third party) even if such damage or loss was reasonably foreseeable or Xilinx had 
been advised of the possibility of the same. Xilinx assumes no obligation to correct any errors contained in the Materials or to 
notify you of updates to the Materials or to product specifications. You may not reproduce, modify, distribute, or publicly display 
the Materials without prior written consent. Certain products are subject to the terms and conditions of Xilinx’s limited warranty, 
please refer to Xilinx’s Terms of Sale which can be viewed at http://www.xilinx.com/legal.htm#tos; IP cores may be subject to 
warranty and support terms contained in a license issued to you by Xilinx. Xilinx products are not designed or intended to be 
fail-safe or for use in any application requiring fail-safe performance; you assume sole risk and liability for use of Xilinx products 
in such critical applications, please refer to Xilinx’s Terms of Sale which can be viewed at http://www.xilinx.com/legal.htm#tos.
Automotive Applications Disclaimer
XILINX PRODUCTS ARE NOT DESIGNED OR INTENDED TO BE FAIL-SAFE, OR FOR USE IN ANY APPLICATION REQUIRING FAIL-SAFE 
PERFORMANCE, SUCH AS APPLICATIONS RELATED TO: (I) THE DEPLOYMENT OF AIRBAGS, (II) CONTROL OF A VEHICLE, UNLESS 
THERE IS A FAIL-SAFE OR REDUNDANCY FEATURE (WHICH DOES NOT INCLUDE USE OF SOFTWARE IN THE XILINX DEVICE TO 
IMPLEMENT THE REDUNDANCY) AND A WARNING SIGNAL UPON FAILURE TO THE OPERATOR, OR (III) USES THAT COULD LEAD 
TO DEATH OR PERSONAL INJURY. CUSTOMER ASSUMES THE SOLE RISK AND LIABILITY OF ANY USE OF XILINX PRODUCTS IN 
SUCH APPLICATIONS. 
© Copyright 2014 Xilinx, Inc. Xilinx, the Xilinx logo, Artix, ISE, Kintex, Spartan, Virtex, Vivado, Zynq, and other designated brands 
included herein are trademarks of Xilinx in the United States and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their 
respective owners.
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